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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application is responsive to application filed on Oct 31 , 2001 . Claims 1 - 91 
are pending examination. 

Specification 

Claims 1,10, 34, 61 and 79 objected to because of the following informalities: 

• claim 1 line 12, applicant mentions one "attribute(s)" . 

• claim 10, line 1 , applicant mentions claim (A8). Claim A8 does not exist in the 
application. 

• Claim 34 line 1 , applicant mentions claim 1 , examiner thinks applicant meant 
claim 27. 

• Claim 61 is mentioned twice in the application. 

• Claim 79 line 1 , applicant mentions claim (D7). Claim D7 does not exist in the 
application. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 - 12 , 15 - 38, 41 - 60, 62 - 81 and 84 - 91 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Cromer et al .U.S. Patent No.6,493,104 9referred 
to hereafter as Cromer). 

Cromer teaches a system and method for permitting a computer to detect the 
presence of a printer. The computer establishes a communications link with the printer 
so that the computer may utilize the printer to print information (see abstract). 

As to claims 1 , 27, 51 and 72, Cromer teaches a data output controller that 
controls interaction between an information apparatus and a selected output device in 
connection with the selected output device rendering data content accessed from the 
information apparatus, comprising: 

means for managing a communication channel between the information 
apparatus and the selected output device (see col.1 line 64 - col. 2 line 9 Cromer 
discloses detecting and establishing communications link with a printer) ; 

means for providing to the information apparatus over the communication 
channel at least one attribute associated with the selected output device and one or 
more device-dependent software components for enabling the data content to be 
rendered by the selected output device ( see col. 3 lines 1-11, Cromer discloses a 
generic wireless driver is utilized to enable the printer to print ) ; and 

means for receiving over the communication channel data content conformed at 
least in part with the at least one attributes (see col. 5 lines 50 - 64 and fig. 3 Cromer 
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discloses the necessary driver for the selected printer and establishing a communication 
session with the printer); and 

means for providing the at least partly conformed data content to the selected 
output device to be rendered (see col. 5 lines 50 - 64 and fig. 3 Cromer discloses the 
necessary driver for the selected printer and establishing a communication session with 
the printer). 

As to claims 2, 28, and 73, Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1, 27, and 72 
respectively in which the at least one attribute is provided over the communication 
channel in response to the at least one attribute being identified as not available on the 
information apparatus (see col. 5 lines 50 - 64 and fig. 3). 

As to claims 3, and 29, Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 , and 27, 
respectively further comprising means for providing over the communication channel 
one or more output device driver components enabling the data content to be rendered 
on the selected output device (see col. 5 lines 50 - 64 and fig. 3). 

As to claims 4, 30, and 52 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 3, 27, and 51 
respectively in which the one or more output device driver components are provided 
over the communication channel in response to the one or more device driver 
components being identified as not available on the information apparatus (see col. 5 
line 50 - col. 4 line 9 and fig. 3). 

As to claims 5, 31 , 53 and 74 Cromer teaches the controller of claim 1 , 27, 51 
and 72 respectively, in which the one or more components include software code (see 
col. 5 line 50 - col. 4 line 9). 
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As to claims 6, 32, 54 and 75 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 , 27, 51 
and 72 respectively, in which the one or more components include a software 
application (see col. 5 line 50 - col. 4 line 9). 

As to claims 7, 33, 55 and 76 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 , 27, 51 
and 72 respectively in which the one or more components relate to one or more of a 
device driver, a printer driver, an output driver, or a user interface (see col. 5 line 50 - 
col. 4 line 9). 

As to claims 8, 34, 56 and 77 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 , 27, 51 
and 72 respectively in which the attribute associated with the selected output device 
relates to one or more of device identification, device make, device model, device type, 
device input data format, device input language, device feature set, device 
specifications, device quality of service, device type of service, device availability of 
service, and device service fee, device authentication, device security, device 
resolution, device bit depth, device color space, device number of colors, device color 
table, and a device halftoning table ( see col. 6 lines 10-32 and fig. 4). 

As to claims 9, 35, 57 and 78 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 , 27, 51 
and 72 further comprising means for searching for the information apparatus and 
establishing the communication channel with it once discovered in the search (see col. 
2, lines 45 -55). 

As to claims 10, 36, 58 and 79 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 8, 27, 51 
and 72 further comprising means for broadcasting availability of the selected output 
device together with the at least one attribute associated with the selected output device 
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(see col. 6 lines 10- 18). 

As to claims 1 1 , 37, 59 and 80 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 , 27, 51 
and 72 respectively further comprising means for passively awaiting discovery by the 
information apparatus and establishing the communication channel with the information 
apparatus once discovered (see col.2 lines 49 - 55). 

As to claims 1 2, 38, 60 and 81 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 , 27, 51 
and 72 respectively further comprising means for providing authentication of the 
information apparatus or its operator (see claim 4). 

As to claims 1 5, and 62 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 and 27, 
respectively with a configuration for installation within the output device (see col. 3 line 
58 - line 20). 

As to claims 1 6, and 63 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 , and 51 
respectively with a configuration to be externally connected to one or more output 
devices (see col. 3 line 58 - line 20). 

As to claims 17, and 41 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 and 51 
respectively in which the communication channel is a wireless communication channel 
(see col. 5 lines 18 - 24). 

As to claims 18, 42, 64 and 84 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 17, 27, 51 
and 72 respectively, in which the wireless communication is a radio communication (see 
col. 5 lines 18-24). 
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As to claims 19, and 43 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 17, and 27 
respectively in which the wireless communication is an infrared communication (see col. 
5 lines 18-24). 

As to claims 20, 44, 65 and 85 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 , 27, 51 
and 72 respectively, in which the selected output device is a printer (see col. 2 lines 49 
-55). 

As to claims 21 , 45, 66 and 85 Cromer teaches the controller of claim 1 , 27, 51 
and 72 further comprising means for processing and converting the at least partly 
conformed data content to an output data that is compatible with the selected output 
device (see col. 5 lines 50 - 64). 

As to claims 22, 46, 67 and 87 Cromer teaches the controller of claim 1 , 27, 51 
and 72 further comprising means for converting the at least partly conformed data 
content to an output data that is compatible with one of an output device, a printer, a 
printer engine, an output engine, a display engine, or a printer controller (see col. 2 lines 
49 - 55). 

As to claims 23, 47, 68 and 88 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 , 27, 51 
and 72 respectively further comprising means for performing at least one raster image 
processing operation (see col. 3 lines 39-43). 

As to claims 24, 48, 69 and 89 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 , 27, 51 
and 72 respectively in which the data content corresponds to an output job, the 
controller further comprising means for queuing and storing one or more output jobs to 
be provided to the output device (see col. 4 lines 27 - 36). 
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As to claims 25, 49, 70 and 90 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 , 27, 51 
and 72 respectively further comprising means for storing one or more components 
associated with one or more output devices (see col. 4 lines 27 - 36). 

As to claims 26, 50, 71 and 26 Cromer teaches the controller of claims 1 , 27, 51 
and 72 respectively further comprising means for obtaining authentication information 
from the information apparatus to authenticate permission for the information apparatus 
to access the selected output device (see claim 4). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 13,14,39,40,61,82,83 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Cromer in view of Monaghan et al. U.S. Patent 6,840,441 (referred to 

hereafter Monaghan). 

Cromer teaches the invention as mentioned above. Cromer teaches a system 
and method for permitting a computer to detect the presence of a printer. The computer 
establishes a communications link with the printer so that the computer may utilize the 
printer to print information (see abstract). 

As to claims 1 , 27, 51 and 72, Cromer teaches a data output controller that 
controls interaction between an information apparatus and a selected output device in 



Application/Control Number: 10/003,594 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2157 

connection with the selected output device rendering data content accessed from the 
information apparatus, comprising: 

means for managing a communication channel between the information 
apparatus and the selected output device (see col.1 line 64 - col. 2 line 9 Cromer 
discloses detecting and establishing communications link with a printer) ; 

means for providing to the information apparatus over the communication 
channel at least one attribute associated with the selected output device and one or 
more device-dependent software components for enabling the data content to be 
rendered by the selected output device ( see col. 3 lines 1-11, Cromer discloses a 
generic wireless driver is utilized to enable the printer to print ) ; and 

means for receiving over the communication channel data content conformed at 
least in part with the at least one attributes (see col. 5 lines 50 - 64 and fig. 3 Cromer 
discloses the necessary driver for the selected printer and establishing a communication 
session with the printer); and 

means for providing the at least partly conformed data content to the selected 
output device to be rendered (see col. 5 lines 50 - 64 and fig. 3 Cromer discloses the 
necessary driver for the selected printer and establishing a communication session with 
the printer). 

Cromer does not teach processing and means for calculating payment of the 
data content by the output device, However Monaghan teaches self service terminal in 
which users are able to pay for their purchases. It would have been obvious to on the of 
the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include the self 
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service terminal in Cromer's invention because doing so would allow to increase 
revenue and provide valuable service to consumers. 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

Point And Print In A Distributed Environment By Snip U.S. Patent No. 5,699,495 
Method .Apparatus , System And Information Storage Medium For Wireless 
Communication by Matsui et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,167,514. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Sargon N Nano whose telephone number is (571) 272- 

4007. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 hour. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001. The fax phone number for 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Sargon Nano 
March 4, 2005 




